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Torment 5 Months 

“And to them it was given that they should 

not kill them, but that they should be 

tormented five months: and their torment 

was as the torment of a scorpion, when he 

striketh a man. And in those days shall 

men seek death, and shall not find it; and 

shall desire to die, and death shall flee 

from them.” Revelation 9:5, 6  



This power tormented the Eastern Roman empire 
but did not manage to destroy it completely, so 
the verse says ‘they should not kill them’. Refers 
to Political kill. 

The tormenting power of these raiders made life a 
burden for the eastern empire, who were getting 
attacked by them, they would rather have been 
conquered by them and thus stop the torment. 

Whatever they tried the Arabs were unable to 
conquer Eastern on Western Rome. They failed 
twice to take Constantinople. 

Torment 



Edward Gibbon says, 

"When the Arabs first issued from the desert, they 
must have been surprised at the ease and rapidity of 
their own success. But when they advanced in the 
career of victory to the banks of the Indus and the 
summit of the Pyrenees; ... they might be equally 
astonished that any nation could resist their 
invincible arms; that any boundary should confine 
the dominion of the successor of the prophet... 

The calm historian of the present hour, who strives to 
follow the rapid course of the Saracens, must study 
to explain by what means the church and state were 
saved from this impending, and, as it should seem, 
from this inevitable, danger." Gibbon. Vol. VI:1-2  



Decline & Fall of The Roman 

Empire – Edward Gibbon 18th 

Century Historian 



Henry Hallam describes the turning back of the 

Arab hordes as one of the marvels of history. 

"These conquests, which astonish the careless 

and superficial, are less perplexing to a calm 

inquirer, than their cessation; the loss of half 

the Roman Empire, than the preservation of 

the rest." Henry Hallam "History of the Middle 

Ages' Book 6. p 54 



Five Months 

What are the Five Months? 

A Month in Bible Prophecy = 30 Days. 

Five Months = 150 Days.  

A Prophetic Day = a Literal Year so this 

period of time was 150 Years. 



Horses 

“And the shapes of the locusts were like unto 

horses prepared unto battle; and on their 

heads were as it were crowns like gold, and 

their faces were as the faces of men.  



“And they had hair as 
the hair of women, 
and their teeth were 
as the teeth of lions. 
And they had 
breastplates, as it 
were breastplates of 
iron; and the sound 
of their wings was 
as the sound of 
chariots of many 
horses running to 
battle.” Revelation 
9:7-9 



The amazing 

Arabian 

Desert 

Horses 



Here we have a 
description of what 
these desert warriors 
were like. It talks about 
their battle horses. The 
Arabian Desert horses 
were amazing animals. 
They were raised by 
their owners in the 
tents right along with 
the family and were 
treated with 
gentleness so they 
were very highly 
trained. At a word or 
touch from their 
master they would run 
like the wind into 
battle, or flee away 
across the sand. 





The ‘Crowns of Gold’ were the 
yellow turbans these men 
wore. 

They had long hair either 
braided up or loose and the 
‘teeth of lions’ meant their 
fierceness in battle. 

Again it talks about ‘many 
horses running to battle’; 
The Arab warrior on their 
swift horses did not march in 
rows or ranks like Greek or 
Roman soldiers, they 
swarmed down onto their 
enemies on their swift 
horses almost as quickly as 
if they were flying. 







Like Horses 

When one examines the locust of Arabia he will 
soon see that they literally look like little horses. 
In fact the Bedouins describe them as "soldiers' 
horses". The old Italians called them Cavaletta, 
which means "little horses". 

The locust is used in scripture to denote swarming 
numbers, and this was a neat symbol of the 
amazing numbers of the Arabs as they swarmed 
out of the desert in conquest. The prophet said, 

"Make thyself many as the locusts." Nahum 3:5 



"They came as the grasshoppers [or locusts] for 
multitude.“ Judges 6:5. 

The Arab tribes issuing from Arabia with their great speed, 
far ranging and irresistible progress, were fittingly 
symbolized by the swarms of locusts. 

The Arab warriors are likened to "horses prepared for 
battle". This also is a true picture of the type of military 
force that was used by the Arabs in their method of 
attack. Edward Gibbon says, 

"I shall here observe what I must often repeat, that the 
charge of the Arabs was not like that of the Greeks 
and Romans, the effort of a firm and compact 
infantry: their military force was chiefly formed of 
cavalry and archers." Decline and Fall  Vol V:478-479 



Breastplate 

The warriors wore iron 

breastplates 



Swarm 

"THE SOUND OF THEIR WINGS WAS AS THE 

SOUND OF CHARIOTS OF MANY HORSES 

RUSHING TO BATTLE." V 9. 

This correctly describes a locust invasion. When 

locusts swarm out into the countryside their 

sound is similar to that of chariots charging to 

battle. This aptly describes an Arab army of 

cavalry rushing into battle for which they were so 

famous and by which such great terror was 

brought to the world of the day. 



Crowns 

"ON THEIR HEADS WERE AS IT WERE 

CROWNS LIKE GOLD." V 7 

This may refer to their colour. It is interesting 

to notice that the prophet Ezekiel in 

speaking of the Sabean Arabs says, 

"The Sabeans from the wilderness which 

put beautiful crowns upon their heads." 

Ezek.23:42. 



Turbans 



Turbans 



Turbans 

Mahommed says, 

"Make a point of 

wearing turbans, 

because it is the 

way of angels “ 

Forster 

"Mohammedanism 

Unveiled" Vol.I: 217  



Beards 

"THEIR FACES WERE AS THE FACES OF MEN." 
V 7 

Edward Gibbon in describing the Arab of that day, 
says, 

"His breast is fortified with the austere virtues 
of courage, patience and sobriety. The gravity 
and firmness of the mind is conspicuous in 
his outward demeanour, his speech is slow, 
weighty and concise. He is seldom provoked 
to laughter, his only gesture is that of 
stroking his beard the venerable symbol of 
manhood."  Vol V:377/8 



Hair 

"...THEY HAD HAIR AS THE HAIR OF WOMEN." 
(V8) 

 

Authorities record the fact that the Arabs of 
Mahomet's day literally wore long hair. In the 
famous "Antar" poem, written at the time of the 
Arab invasions it says, 

"He adjusted himself properly, twirling his 
whiskers, folded up his hair under his turban 
drawing it from off his shoulders. 

"His hair flowed down his shoulders.".  

"We will hang him up by his hair."  



Lion’s Teeth 

Naturalists inform us 
that the home of the 
lion is Arabia  

In Arabic literature the 
lion is the constant 
emblem of the valiant 
warriors. Gibbon 
says, 



Lion’s Teeth 

"Eutychius the 
patriarch observes 
that the Saracens 
fought with the 
courage of lions."  
Vol V:531 

They also were very 
destructive, which is 
typical of the lion. 



The King 

8:11  “And they had 

a king over them, 

which is the angel 

of the bottomless 

pit, whose name 

in the Hebrew 

tongue is 

Abaddon, but in 

the Greek tongue 

hath his name 

Apollyon.”  



The rise of Mohamed was in 
612 AD and for a long 
time after his death, there 
was no central king over 
them.  

Each tribe had it’s own ruler; 
but in 1299, Othman 
became king and what we 
call the ‘Ottoman Empire’ 
was set up. We know that 
the five months begins at 
this time because the 
prophecy says ‘they have 
a king’  



Five Months 

Vs 10: And they had 

tails like unto 

scorpions and 

there were stings 

in their tails: and 

their power was to 

hurt men five 

months.  



Josiah Litch 
In 1843 Josiah Litch 

interpreted this prophecy to 

the Islamic religion and that 

the time prophecy related to 

the rise of the Ottoman 

Empire. 



DAY FOR A YEAR 
Josiah Litch believed that the Bible taught that 1 

prophetic day = 1 Year. 

Numbers 14:34 “After the number of the days in 
which ye searched the land, [even] forty days, 
each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, 
[even] forty years, and ye shall know my breach 
of promise.”  

Ezekiel 4:6 “And when thou hast accomplished 
them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt 
bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: 
I have appointed thee each day for a year.” 



DAY FOR A YEAR 

1 Biblical year consisted of 360 days (from 

Genesis). 1 Biblical month = 30 days 

Therefore 1 prophetic year = 360 years. 

5 month prophecy = 5 x 30 days = 150 days. 

Therefore time is 150 years. 

 



Start date of Prophecy 

When did the 150 years start? 

According to Edward Gibbon –  

“Othman first entered the territory of 

Nicomedia on the 27th July 1299.” 

Started to attack Eastern Rome. 

Finished in 1449. (1299+150 = 1449) 



What happened in 1449? 

During the whole period the Othman Turks 

were engaged in perpetual war with the 

Greek Empire, but yet without conquering 

it. 

But in 1449 a change came. 



In the year 1448 – 

John Paleologus, 

the Greek emperor, 

died, but left no 

children to inherit 

his throne, and in 

1449 Constatine 

Deacozes 

succeeded to it.  



He however would 

not venture to 

ascend the throne 

without the 

consent of 

Amurath The 

Turkish Sultan. 

This was a 

voluntary 

surrender of the 

sovereignty. 

This ‘woe’ ends in 1449 and the second ‘woe’ starts  



The story continues 



Vs 12-15 "One woe is past; and behold there 

come two woes more hereafter. And the sixth 

angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the 

four horns of the golden altar which is before 

God, Saying to the sixth angel which had the 

trumpet, Loose the four angels which are 

bound in the great river Euphrates. And the 

four angels were loosed which were prepared 

for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a 

year, for to slay the third part of man.  



 Four Angels 



Now we see this same dark religious power 

but this time coming from the ‘river 

Euphrates’, which referred to area of the 

country of Turkey. 

The ‘four angels’ refer to the four great 

sultanies -- Bagdad, Damascus, Iconium, 

and Aleppo -- of which at that time the 

Turkish power was composed. 



1/3 Part 



1/3 Part 

The Roman 
Empire was 
divided into 3 
parts – this 3rd 
part related to 
the Greek – 
Eastern Roman 
empire. The 
capital was 
Constantinople. 



Second Time Prophecy 

• Notice this time period — an hour, a day, a 

month, and a year. 

• One Hour  = 1/24 of a day = 1/24 of a year 

 Or 1/24 of 360 days   = 15 solar days 

• One Day = 1 Bible day   = 1 Solar Year 

• One Month = 30 Bible days  = 30 solar Years 

• One Year = 360 Bible days  = 360 solar Years 

 TOTAL = 391 Years, 15 days 



Time Prophecy 

When did the time prophecy 
start? 

At the end of the 5th 
Trumpet: 27th July 1449 

Josiah Litch predicted that 
the fall of the Ottoman 
Empire would happen 
sometime in August 
1840. 

Weeks before the date he 
then narrowed it to 11th 
August 1840 



 27th July 1449 

 Add 391 years + 15 

days 

     = 11th August 1840 

THE PROPHECY 

WAS FULFILLED 

EXACTLY 



Continue: Part 3 


