
The Greatest of These! Summary 

 “And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men,  
apt to teach, patient,” 2 Timothy 2:24 

 

1 Corinthians 13.  
We are encouraged to read this chapter every day:  

1 Corinthians 13:1 “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.  2 And though I have the gift of 
prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so 
that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all 
my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it 
profiteth me nothing.  

4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not 
puffed up, 5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, 
thinketh no evil; 6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 7 Beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.  

8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 9 For we know 
in part, and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which 
is in part shall be done away. 11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, 
I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.  

12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then 
shall I know even as also I am known. 13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; 
but the greatest of these is charity.” (KJV)   

We wish to take a closer look at certain verses Here. 

8 “Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.”  

“There has been more ancient arts lost than the present generation now possess. For skill and 
art those living in this degenerate age will not compare with the knowledge possessed by 
strong men who lived near one thousand years.”  4aSG 155.   

9 “For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect is come, 
then that which is in part shall be done away.”  

Prophecies fail? How could this be? 

11 “When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but 
when I became a man, I put away childish things.”  

“Unless men and women have learned of Christ, His meekness and lowliness, they will reveal 
the impulsive, unreasonable spirit so often revealed by children. The strong, undisciplined will 
will seek to rule. Such ones need to study the words of Paul: "When I was a child, I spake as a 
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child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish 
things."  Adventist Home 118.   

“What his influence will be in the home will be determined by his knowledge of the only true 
God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent. "When I was a child," Paul says, "I spake as a child, I 
understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish 
things." The father is to stand at the head of his family, not as an overgrown, undisciplined boy, 
but as a man with manly character and with his passions controlled. He is to obtain an 
education in correct morals. His conduct in his home life is to be directed and restrained by the 
pure principles of the word of God. Then he will grow up to the full stature of a man in Christ 
Jesus.”  Adventist Home 213.   

“Those who labor in our institutions are there for the purpose of promoting the intellectual and 
spiritual welfare of those under their care. They must make their work a matter of earnest 
prayer and study, that they may know how to deal with human minds and accomplish the 
object before them. Their first work is carefully to scrutinize their own habits, for there are 
those who have not put away childish things. They are in need of transforming grace, or they 
will not meet the Bible standard of Christianity. Then when they are compelled to deal with 
those who are meeting a low standard, they will know what words to speak to them, and will 
not be harsh, domineering, or arbitrary toward them. They must be chaste, and so free from 
the taint of defilement, that they can correct these evils, and bring these poor souls up to the 
Bible standard of purity.” Lt 47, 1896.   

“Satan and his confederate angels point to those who profess to be children of God, but who by 
their disposition and actions show that they are after the similitude of the apostate, and taunt 
Christ and the heavenly angels. How long shall we thus crucify the Son of God afresh, so that 
God is ashamed to call us His sons and daughters? Is it not time that we put away childish 
things? Shall we be of the number who are ever learning, yet never able to come to a 
knowledge of the truth?”  This Day with God 98.   

“Fathers and mothers, bring sweetness and brightness and hopefulness into the lives of your 
children. Kindness and love will work wonders. Never punish a child in anger. When you do this, 
you are acting like grown-up children, who have not left behind them the unreasonableness of 
childhood. Will you strive earnestly to be able to say, "When I became a man, I put away 
childish things"?”  Upward Look 163.   

“Be sure, before correcting your child, to talk with your heavenly Father. When your own heart 
is so softened by sympathy, talk with the erring one. If the matter can be adjusted without the 
use of the rod, so much the better.” Manuscript 71, May 29, 1902, "Words to Parents”. 

“When I was a child," Paul said, "I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: 
but when I became a man, I put away childish things" [1 Corinthians 13:11]. How many men 
there are who have grown to man's estate, but have not outgrown their childhood, who bring 
the defects of their child-life into their religious experience. "Brethren be not children in 
understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding men" [1 Corinthians 
14:20].” 1 Sermons and Talks 301.   
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12 “For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but 
then shall I know even as also I am known.”  

This has to do with the promise of the Holy Spirit on this earth as well as in the world to come. 

“The disciples still failed to understand Christ's words in their spiritual sense, and again He 
explained His meaning. By the Spirit, He said, He would manifest Himself to them. "The 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you 
all things." No more will you say, I cannot comprehend. No longer will you see through a glass, 
darkly. You shall "be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge." Ephesians 3:18, 
19.”  Desire of Ages 670.   

“God's standard of character is his law. Satan said, I will tear down this standard, and will plant 
my own standard in its place. This he has tried and is still trying to do, that God's standard may 
be eclipsed or seen through a glass darkly. The Jews did not see it, and that is why they 
crucified Christ. The Christian world do not see it, and that is why they refuse to acknowledge 
the law of God. In so doing they make themselves accountable for the sins that destroyed the 
inhabitants of the old world by a flood, that brought fire and brimstone upon Sodom, and that 
destroyed the Jewish nation. Shall those to whom God has given wonderful opportunities and 
great light follow in the tread of those who rejected light to their ruin? Shall those to whom 
God has entrusted wonderful truth remain on the low level of the teachers of this generation?”        
Christian Educator, August 1, 1897  

“Self-righteousness is the danger of this age; it separates the soul from Christ. Those who trust 
to their own righteousness cannot understand how salvation comes through Christ. They call 
sin righteousness, and righteousness sin. They have no appreciation of the evil of transgression, 
no understanding of the terror of the law; for they do not respect God's moral standard. The 
reason there are so many spurious conversions in these days, is that there is so low an 
appreciation of the law of God. Instead of God's standard of righteousness, men have erected a 
standard of their own by which to measure character. They see through a glass darkly, and 
present false ideas of sanctification to the people, thus encouraging egotism, pride, and self-
righteousness. The doctrine of sanctification advocated by many is full of deception, because it 
is flattering to the natural heart; but the kindest thing that can be preached to the sinner is the 
truth of the binding claims of the law of God. Faith and works must go hand in hand; for faith 
without works is dead, being alone.”  Signs of the Ti,es, July 21, 1890  

13 “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.” 

"And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity." Much 
more than mere sermonizing is included in preaching the gospel. The ignorant are to be 
enlightened; the discouraged are to be uplifted; the sick are to be healed. The human voice is to 
act its part in God's work. Words of tenderness, sympathy, and love are to be witness to the 
truth. Earnest, heartfelt prayers are to bring the angels near."  

 “Visiting the sick, comforting the poor and the sorrowful for Christ's sake, will bring to the 
workers the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness, and even the countenance will express 
the peace that dwells in the soul. The faces of men and women who talk with God, to whom 
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the invisible world is a reality, express the peace of God. They carry with them the soft and 
genial atmosphere of heaven, and diffuse it in deeds of kindness and works of love. Their 
influence is of a character to win souls to Christ. If all could see and understand, and be doers of 
the words of God, what peace, what happiness, what health of body and peace of soul, would 
be the result! A warm, kindly atmosphere of love, the pitying tenderness of Christ in the soul, 
cannot be estimated. The price of love is above gold and silver and precious stones, and makes 
human agents like Him who lived not to please Himself.” Letter 43, 1895.   

“Please read the twelfth and thirteenth chapters of 1 Corinthians. "And now abideth faith, 
hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity." Let us wash our robe of 
character. Let us no longer bite and devour one another. Let those who claim to be Christians 
practise Christ's words. "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men. . . . Let all your 
things be done with charity."  Review and Herald, October 17, 1899.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


