The bible stands
The Bible stands though the hills may tumble,
It will firmly stand when the earth shall crumble;
I will plant my feet on its firm foundation,
For the Bible stands.

The Millennium and the New Earth
"A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the Lord hath a controversy with the nations‐‐He
will plead with all flesh, and give them that are wicked to the sword." For six thousand years the Great
Controversy has been in progress,‐‐the Son of God and His heavenly messengers have been in progress;
the Son of God and His heavenly messengers have been in conflict with the power of the evil one to
warn, enlighten, and save the children of men. Now all have made their decision; the wicked have fully
united with Satan in his warfare against God. The time has come for God to vindicate the authority of
His downtrodden law. Now the controversy is not alone with Satan, but with men. "The Lord hath a
controversy with the nations;" "He will give them that are wicked to the sword."
Here is the story of what happens after the Second Coming of Christ:
"The Lord cometh out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; the earth also
shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain." Isaiah 26:21.
Consumed by the Brightness
At the coming of Christ the wicked are blotted from the face of the whole earth‐‐consumed with the
spirit of His mouth and destroyed by the brightness of His glory. Thessalonians 1:7‐9; 2:8.
Christ takes His people to the city of God, and the earth is emptied of its inhabitants, "Behold, the Lord
maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the
inhabitants thereof." "The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled; for the Lord hath spoken
this word." "Because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting
covenant. Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate;
therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned." Isaiah 24:1,3, 5, 6.
A Desolate Wilderness
The whole earth appears like a desolate wilderness. The ruins of cities and villages destroyed by the
earthquake, uprooted trees, ragged rocks thrown out by the sea or torn out of the earth itself, are
scattered over its surface, while vast caverns mark the spot where the mountains have been rent from
their foundations.
No One to Deceive
The Revelator foretells the banishment of Satan, and the condition of chaos and desolation to which the
earth is to be reduced; and he declares that this condition will exist for a thousand years. After
presenting the scenes of the Lord's second coming and the destruction of the wicked, the prophecy
continues: "I saw an angel come down from Heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great
chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the devil, and Satan, and
bound him a thousand years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon

him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled; and after
that he must be loosed a little season." Revelation 20:1‐3.
That the expression, "bottomless pit," represents the earth in a state of confusion and darkness, is
evident from other Scriptures. Concerning the condition of the earth "in the beginning," the Bible record
says that it "was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep." Genesis 1:2 (the
word here translated "deep" is the same that in Revelation 20:1‐3 is rendered "bottomless pit.")
Prophecy teaches that it will be brought back, partially, at least, to this condition. Looking forward to the
great day of God, the prophet Jeremiah declares: "I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and
void; and the heavens, and they had no light. I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the
hills moved lightly. I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. I
beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness and all the cities thereof were broken down."
Jeremiah 4:23‐27.
Here is to be the home of Satan with his evil angels for a thousand years. Limited to the earth, he will
not have access to other worlds, to tempt and annoy those who have never fallen. It is in this sense that
he is bound; there are none remaining, upon whom he can exercise his power. He is wholly cut off from
the work of deception and ruin which for so many centuries has been his sole delight.
The prophet Isaiah, looking forward to the time of Satan's overthrow, exclaims: "How art thou fallen
from Heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cast down to the ground, which didst weaken
the nations." "Thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into Heaven, I will exalt my throne above the
stars of God." "I will be like the Most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the
pit. They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that
made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; that made the world as a wilderness, and
destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his prisoners?" Isaiah 14:12‐17.
For six thousand years, Satan's work of rebellion has "made the earth to tremble." He has "made the
world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof." And "he opened not the house of his
prisoners." For six thousand years his prison‐house has received God's people, and he would have held
them captives forever, but Christ has broken his bonds, and set the prisoners free.
Alone with His Angels
Even the wicked are now placed beyond the power of Satan; and alone with his evil angels he remains to
realize the effect of the curse which sin has brought. "The kings of the nations, even all of them, lie in
glory, every one in his own house [the grave] . But thou art cast out of thy grave like an abominable
branch . . . Thou shall not be joined with them in burial, because thou hast destroyed thy land, and slain
thy people." Isaiah 14:18‐20.
For a thousand years, Satan will wander to and fro in the desolate earth, to behold the results of his
rebellion against the law of God. During this time his sufferings are intense. Since his fall, his life of
unceasing activity has banished reflection; but he is now deprived of his power, and left to contemplate
the part which he has acted since first he rebelled against the government of Heaven, and to look
forward with trembling and terror to the dreadful future, when he must suffer for all the evil that he has
done, and be punished for the sins that he has caused to be committed.
Judgment of the Wicked
During the thousand years between the first and the second resurrection, the judgment of the wicked
takes place. The apostle Paul points to this judgment as an event that follows the second advent. "Judge
nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness,
and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts." 1 Corinthians 4:5. Daniel declares that when the
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Ancient of days came, "Judgment was given to the saints of the Most High." Daniel 7:22. At this time the
righteous reign as kings and priests unto God. John in the Revelation says: "I saw thrones, and they sat
upon them, and judgment was given unto them." "They shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall
reign with Him a thousand years." Revelation 20:4,6. It is at this time that, as foretold by Paul, "the
saints shall judge the world." 1 Corinthians 6:2‐3. In union with Christ they judge the wicked, comparing
their acts with the statute book, the Bible, and deciding every case according to the deeds done in the
body. Then the portion which the wicked must suffer is meted out, according to their works; and it is
recorded against their names in the book of death.
Satan also and evil angels are judged by Christ and His people. Says Paul, "Know ye not that we shall
judge angels?" 1 Corinthians 6:2‐3. And Jude declares that "the angels which kept not their first estate,
but left their own habitation, He hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment
of the great day." Jude 6.
The Second Resurrection
At the close of the thousand years the second resurrection will take place. Then the wicked will be
raised from the dead, and appear before God for the execution of "the judgment written." Thus the
Revelator, after describing the resurrection of the righteous, says, "The rest of the dead lived not again
until the thousand years were finished," Revelation 20:5. And Isaiah declares, concerning the wicked,
"They shall be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in prison, and
after many days shall they be visited." Isaiah 24:22.
The Third Advent
At the close of the thousand years, Christ again returns to the earth. He is accompanied by the host of
the redeemed, and attended by a retinue of angels. As He descends in terrific majesty, He bids the
wicked dead arise to receive their doom. They come forth, a mighty host, numberless as the sands of
the sea. What a contrast to those who were raised at the first resurrection! The righteous were clothed
with immortal youth and beauty. The wicked bear the traces of disease and death.
Every eye in that vast multitude is turned to behold the glory of the Son of God. With one voice the
wicked hosts exclaim, "Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord!" It is not love to Jesus that
inspires this utterance. The force of truth urges the words from their unwilling lips. As the wicked went
into their graves, so they come forth, with the same enmity to Christ, and the same spirit of rebellion.
They are to have no new probation, in which to remedy the defects of their past lives. Nothing would be
gained by this. A life‐time of transgression has not softened their hearts. A second probation, were it
given them, would be occupied as was the first, in evading the requirements of God and exciting
rebellion against Him.
Christ descends upon the Mount of Olives, whence, after His resurrection, He ascended, and where
angels repeated the promise of His return. Says the prophet, "The Lord my God shall come, and all the
saints with Thee." "And His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before
Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof, . . and there shall be a
very great valley." "And the Lord shall be King over all the earth. In that day shall there be one Lord, and
His name one." Zechariah 14:5, 4, 9. As the New Jerusalem, in its dazzling spender, comes down out of
Heaven, it rests upon the place purified and made ready to receive it, and Christ with His people and the
angels, enters the holy city.
Satan's Final Struggle
Now Satan prepares for a last mighty struggle for the supremacy. While deprived of his power, and cut
off from his work of deception, the prince of evil was miserable and dejected; but as the wicked dead
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are raised, and he sees the vast multitudes upon his side, his hopes revive, and he determines not to
yield the great controversy. He will marshal all the armies of the lost under his banner, and through
them endeavor to execute his plans. The wicked are Satan's captives. In rejecting Christ they have
accepted the rule of the rebel leader. They are ready to receive his suggestions and to do his bidding.
Yet, true to his early cunning he does not acknowledge himself to be Satan. He claims to be the Prince
who is the rightful owner of the world, and whose inheritance has been unlawfully wrested from him.
He represents himself to his deluded subjects as a redeemer, assuring them that his power has brought
them forth from their graves, and that he is about to rescue them from the most cruel tyranny. The
presence of Christ having been removed, Satan works wonders to support his claims. He makes the
weak strong, and inspires all with his own spirit and energy. He proposes to lead them against the camp
of the saints, and to take possession of the city of God. With fiendish exultation he points to the
unnumbered millions who have been raised from the dead, and declares that as their leader he is well
able to overthrow the city, and regain his throne and his kingdom.
An Immense Army
In that vast throng are multitudes of the long‐ lived race that existed before the flood; men of lofty
stature and giant intellect, who, yielding to the control of fallen angels, devoted all their skill and
knowledge to the exaltation of themselves; men whose wonderful works of art led the world to idolize
their genius, but whose cruelty and evil inventions, defiling the earth and defacing the image of God,
caused Him to blot them from the face of His creation. There are kings and generals who conquered
nations, valiant men who never lost a battle, proud, ambitious warriors whose approach made kingdoms
tremble. In death these experienced no change. As they come up from the grave, they resume the
current of their thoughts just where it ceased. They are actuated by the same desire to conquer that
ruled them when they fell.
Satan consults with his angels, and then with these kings and conquerors and mighty men. They look
upon the strength and numbers on their side, and declare that the army within the city is small in
comparison with theirs, and that it can be overcome. They lay their plans to take possession of the
riches and glory of the New Jerusalem. All immediately begin to prepare for battle. Skillful artisans
construct implements of war. Military leaders, famed for their success marshal the throngs of warlike
men into companies and divisions.
Ready to Conquer
At last the order to advance is given, and the countless host moves on,‐‐an army such as was never
summoned by earthly conquerors, such as the combined forces of all ages since war began on earth
could never equal. Satan, the mightiest of warriors, leads the van, and his angels unite their forces for
this final struggle. Kings and warriors are in his train, and the multitudes follow in vast companies, each
under its appointed leader. With military precision, the serried ranks advance over the earth's broken
and uneven surface to the City of God. By command of Jesus, the gates of the New Jerusalem are closed
and the armies of Satan surround the city, and make ready for the onset.
The King of Kings Appears
Now Christ again appears to the view of His enemies. Far above the city, upon a foundation of burnished
gold, is a throne, high and lifted up. Upon this throne sits the Son of God, and around Him are the
subjects of His kingdom. The power and majesty of Christ no language can describe, no pen portray. The
glory of the Eternal Father is enshrouding His Son. The brightness of His presence fills the city of God,
and flows out beyond the gates, flooding the whole earth with its radiance.
No Fear of the Wicked
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The redeemed raise a song of praise that echoes and re‐echoes through the vaults of heaven: "Salvation
to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." And angel and seraph unite their voices
in adoration. As the redeemed have beheld the power and malignity of Satan, they have seen, as never
before, that no power but that of Christ could have made them conquerors. In all that shining throng
there are none to ascribe salvation to themselves, as if they had prevailed by their own power and
goodness.
As soon as the books of record are opened, and the eye of Jesus looks upon the wicked, they are
conscious of every sin which they have ever committed. They see just where their feet diverged from
the path of purity and holiness, just how far pride and rebellion have carried them in the violation of the
law of God.
They vainly seek to hide from the divine majesty of His countenance, outshining the glory of the sun,
while the redeemed cast their crowns at the Saviour's feet, exclaiming, "He died for me!"
Two Sides of the Wall
Amid the ransomed throng are the apostles of Christ, the heroic Paul, the ardent Peter, the loved and
loving John, and their true‐hearted brethren, and with them the vast host of martyrs; while outside the
walls, with every vile and abominable thing, are those by whom they were persecuted, imprisoned and
slain.
In the presence of the assembled inhabitants of earth and Heaven the final coronation of the Son of God
takes place. And now, invested with supreme majesty and power, the King of kings pronounces
sentence upon the rebels against His government, and executes justice upon those who have
transgressed His law and oppressed His people. Says the prophet of God: "I saw a great white throne,
and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no
place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened; and
another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged out of those things which
were written in the books, according to their works." Revelation 20:11‐12.
There are papist priests and prelates, who claimed to be Christ's ambassadors, yet employed the rack,
the dungeon, and the stake to control the consciences of His people. There are the proud pontiffs who
exalted themselves above God, and presumed to change the law of the Most High. Those pretended
fathers of the church have an account to render to God from which they would fain be excused. Too late
they are made to see that the Omniscient One is jealous of His law, and that He will in nowise clear the
guilty. They learn now that Christ identifies His interest with that of His suffering people; and they feel
the force of His own words, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye
have done it unto Me." Matthew 25:40.
The whole wicked world stand arraigned at the bar of God, on the charge of high treason against the
government of Heaven. They have none to plead their cause; they are without excuse: and the sentence
of eternal death is pronounced against them.
The End of Deception
It is now evident to all that the wages of sin is not noble independence and eternal life, but slavery, ruin,
and death. The wicked see what they have forfeited by their life of rebellion. The far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory was despised when offered them; but how desirable it now appears. "All
this," cries the lost soul, "I might have had; but I chose to put these things far from me. Oh, strange
infatuation! I have exchanged peace, happiness and honor, for wretchedness, infamy, and despair." All
see that their exclusion from Heaven is just. By their lives they have declared, "We will not have this
Jesus to reign over us."
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As if entranced, the wicked have looked upon the coronation of the Son of God. They see in His hands
the tables of the divine law, the statutes which they have despised and transgressed. They witness the
outburst of wonder, rapture, and adoration from the saved; and as the wave of melody sweeps over the
multitude without the city, all with one voice exclaim, "Great and marvelous are Thy works, Lord God
Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints;" and failing prostrate, they worship the Prince
of life.
Now the Controversy can End
"Who shall not fear Thee, 0 Lord, and glorify Thy name? for Thou only art holy: for, all nations shall come
and worship before Thee; for Thy judgements are made manifest." Revelation 15:4. Every question of
truth and error in the long‐standing controversy has now been made plain. The results of rebellion, the
fruits of setting aside the divine statutes, have been laid open to the view of all created intelligences.
The working out of Satan's rule in contrast with the government of God, has been presented to the
whole universe. Satan's own works have condemned him. God's wisdom, His justice, and His goodness
stand fully vindicated. It is seen that all His dealings in the great controversy have been conducted with
respect to the eternal good of His people, and the good of all the worlds that He has created. "All Thy
works shall praise Thee, 0 Lord; and Thy saints shall bless Thee." Psalm 145:10. The history of sin will
stand to all eternity as a witness that with the existence of God's law is bound up the happiness of all
the beings He has created. With all the facts of the great controversy in view, the whole universe, both
loyal and rebellious, with one accord declare, "'Just and true are Thy ways, thou King of saints."
The Executive Judgment
"Upon the wicked He shall rain quick burning coals, fire and brimstone, and a horrible tempest: this shall
be the portion of their cup." Psalm 11:6 (margin). Fire comes down from God out of Heaven. The earth is
broken up. The weapons concealed in its depths are drawn forth. Devouring flames burst from every
yawning chasm. The very rocks are on fire. The day has come that shall burn as an oven. The elements
melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are therein are burned up.
Malachi 4:1; 2 Peter 3:10. The earth's surface seems one molten mass,‐‐a vast, seething lake of fire. It is
the time of the judgment and perdition of ungodly men,‐‐;"the day of the Lord's vengeance, and the
year of recompenses for the controversy of Zion." Isaiah 34:8.
The wicked receive their recompense in the earth. Proverbs 11:31. They "shall be stubble; and the day
that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts." Malachi 4:1. Some are destroyed as in a
moment, while others suffer many days. All are punished "according to their deeds." His punishment is
to be far greater than that of those whom he has deceived. After all have perished who fell by his
deceptions, he is still to live and suffer on. In the cleansing flames the wicked are at last destroyed, root
and branch, ‐‐Satan the root, his followers the branches. The full penalty of the law has been visited; the
demands of justice have been met; and Heaven and earth, beholding, declare the righteousness of God.
The End of Sin
Satan's work of ruin is forever ended. For six thousand years he has wrought his will, filling the earth
with woe, and causing grief throughout the universe. The whole creation has groaned and travailed
together in pain. Now God's creatures are forever delivered from his presence. and temptations.
While the earth was wrapped in the fire of destruction, the righteous abode safely in the holy city. Upon
those that had part in the first resurrection, the second death has no power. While God is to the wicked
a consuming fire, He is to His people both a sun and a shield. Revelation 20:6, Psalm 84:11.
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"And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away."
Revelation 21:1. The fire that consumes the wicked purifies the earth. Every trace of the curse is swept
away. No eternally burning hell will keep before the ransomed the fearful consequences of sin.
Home at Last
A fear of making the future inheritance seem too material has led many to spiritualize away the very
truths which lead us to look upon it as our home. And yet, "eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him." 1
Corinthians 2:9. Human language is inadequate to describe the reward of the righteous. It will be known
only to those who behold it. No finite mind can comprehend the glory of the Paradise of God.
In the Bible the inheritance of the saved is called a country. Hebrews 11:14‐16. There the heavenly
Shepherd leads His flock to fountains of living waters. The tree of life yields it fruit every month, and the
leaves of the tree are for the service of the nations. There are ever‐flowing streams, clear as crystal, and
beside them waving trees cast their shadows upon the paths prepared for the ransomed of the Lord.
There the wide‐ spreading plains swell into hills of beauty, and the mountains of God rear their lofty
summits. On those peaceful plains, beside those living streams, God's people, so long pilgrims and
wanderers, shall at last find a home.
There the redeemed shall "know, even as also they are known." The loves and sympathies which God
Himself has planted in the soul, shall there find truest and sweetest exercise. The pure communion with
holy beings, the harmonious social life with the blessed angels and with the faithful ones of all ages, who
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, the sacred ties that bind
together "the whole family in Heaven and earth" Ephesians 3:15, ‐‐these help to constitute the
happiness of the redeemed.
All the treasures of the universe will be open to the study of God's redeemed. Unfettered by mortality,
they wing their tireless flight to worlds afar,‐‐worlds that thrilled with sorrow at the spectacle of human
woe, and rang with songs of gladness at the tidings of a ransomed soul. With unutterable delight the
children of earth enter into the joy and wisdom of unfallen beings.
Eternity with God
And the years of eternity, as they roll, will bring richer and still more glorious revelations of God and of
Christ. The more men learn of God, the greater will be their admiration of His character. "And every
creature which is in Heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all
that are in them heard I saying Blessing and honor, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon
the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever." Revelation 5:13.
The Great Controversy is ended. Sin and sinners are no more. The entire universe is clean. One pulse of
harmony and gladness beats through the vast creation. From Him who created all, flow life and light and
gladness, throughout the realms of illimitable space. From the minutest atom to the greatest world, all
things, animate and inanimate, in their unshadowed beauty and perfect joy,‐‐declare that God is love.
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