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False Christs and False Prophets?

We are living in very serious
times right now! When
Jesus was talking to His
disciples about our end time
days, the first thing He said
was:
"Take heed that no man
deceive you. For many
shall come in my name,
saying, I am Christ; and
shall deceive many."
Matthew 24:4, 5.

Then later He repeated: “Then
if any man shall say unto you,
Lo, here is Christ, or there;
believe it not. For there shall
arise false Christs, and false
prophets, and shall shew
great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive
the very elect. Behold, I have
told you before.” Matthew
24:23-25.

This is a serious situation indeed; even the
'very elect' are in danger of being deceived!
What is the only way that we can avoid being
fooled? How will we know the false from the
true?
There is only one way and sadly few people
today are prepared to use it!
It is by the written Word of God--the Bible!

We are warned that in
these last days Satan is
going to be very busy:
"Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour:"
1 Peter 5:8.

"Woe to the inhabiters
of the earth and of the
sea! for the devil is
come down unto you,
having great wrath,
because he knoweth
that he hath but a
short time."
Revelation 12:12.

"And no marvel; for Satan
himself is transformed
into an angel of light."
2 Corinthians 11:14.
Can Satan work Miracles?
What kind of power does
he have?

Angels
“A single angel destroyed
all the first-born of the
Egyptians, and filled the
land with mourning. When
David offended against
God by numbering the
people, one angel caused
that terrible destruction by
which his sin was
punished.

Angels

“The same destructive power exercised
by holy angels when God commands,
will be exercised by evil angels when
He allows. There are forces now ready,
and only waiting the divine permission, to
spread desolation everywhere.

Fearful Sights
“Fearful sights of a
supernatural character will
soon be revealed in the
heavens, in token of the
power of miracle-working
demons. The spirits of
devils will go forth to the
kings of the earth and to
the whole world. Rulers
and subjects will be alike
deceived.

False Christs
“Persons will arise
pretending to be Christ, and
claiming the title and the
worship which belong to the
world's Redeemer. They will
perform wonderful miracles
of healing, and will profess
to have revelations from
Heaven contradicting the
testimony of the Scriptures.”
4 Spirit of Prophecy 441.

Friends; do you see why it is so important
that we stand solid on the Word of God!!
The amazing thing is only as a believer
gets deep into the Living Word of the
Living God does one begin to see how
much people are deceived already! Yes,
even the Christians who claim to believe
the Bible are too often in darkness and
they don’t know it!

Three unclean Spirits

Three Unclean
Spirits
"And I saw three unclean spirits
like frogs come out of the mouth
of the dragon, and out of the
mouth of the beast, and out of
the mouth of the false prophet.
For they are the spirits of
devils, working miracles, which
go forth unto the kings of the
earth and of the whole world, to
gather them to the battle of that
great day of God Almighty.
Revelation 16:13, 14.

Three unclean Spirits
What do we see here in this
prophecy? We see religions of
the world being tricked into
following Satan because they
are fooled by the Miracles,
Signs and Wonders being
done by Satan and his angels!
They do not know Bible truth
and so they think all miracles
come from God especially
when they seem to be doing
good!

Spiritual Gifts and Spiritual Freedom:
We have been looking at
prophets and miracles
from the Bible standpoint
and now we need to look
a little deeper about the
subject of spiritual gifts in
the New Testament. In
the book of First
Corinthians we find some
interesting information.

“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I
would not have you ignorant.” 1 Corinthians
12:1.
First Paul talks about spiritual gifts which are
given by the Holy Spirit to persons in the
church. These gifts are for the purpose of
building up the church and not just some kind
of entertainment.

“For to one is given by the Spirit the word
of wisdom; to another the word of
knowledge by the same Spirit; To another
faith by the same Spirit; to another the
gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To
another the working of miracles; to
another prophecy; to another discerning
of spirits; to another divers kinds of
tongues; to another the interpretation of
tongues: But all these worketh that one
and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every
man severally as he will.” 1 Corinthians
12:8-11.

We see than that no one single gift is the
sign of the presence of the Holy Spirit and
everyone must have that gift or it shows
he has not received the Holy Spirit, as
some like to claim, especially for the socalled ‘gift of tongues’ which we will study
next.

He explains how the church is like a body,
it has different parts but it is all one body.

“For the body is not one member, but many.
If the foot shall say, Because I am not the
hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not
of the body? And if the ear shall say,
Because I am not the eye, I am not of the
body; is it therefore not of the body?

If the whole body were an eye, where were
the hearing? If the whole were hearing,
where were the smelling? But now hath God
set the members every one of them in the
body, as it hath pleased him. And if they were
all one member, where were the body? But
now are they many members, yet but one
body.” 1 Corinthians 12:14-20.

Stop and think about your body; you have
a head, and a brain, that sort of directs
the rest of the body doesn’t it? But how
long would that brain last if there were no
stomach to digest food to feed it? Not
long at all!

And without hands the body is almost
helpless, including the brain. So I am sure
you are getting the point.

“And whether one member suffer, all the
members suffer with it; or one member be
honoured, all the members rejoice with it.” 1
Corinthians 12:26.

If the church really did
work as the body does,
all working together for
the good of the whole
body, there would not
be anyone trying to
push their way to the
top or trying to get more
attention to themselves
or showing hatred and
contempt for other
members would there?

Freedom

So the spiritual gifts are not given by God
to make one person more important and all
the other people to have to obey and bow
to that one! Like as it is in Heaven, God’s
government always creates freedom and
not enslavement.

This however is not what Satan wants in his
government, he wants total control; rule by
force; and the higher ups to oppress and
tramp on the lesser folk. In God’s kingdom
the strong help the weak and those that
have share with those that have not and they
do it with sweetness and joy! Very different
from what we see in this world.
This gives us another way we can see the
contrast between God’s truth and many
religions in the world that claim to be the
same.

Satan’s spiritual gifts and
God’s Spiritual Gifts.
When people are taught to look always to
leaders to help them and guide them and
solve their problems, either by some kind of
‘magic’ or by advice, then they are kept in a
situation where they are dependent, and to a
greater or lesser degree, kept under control
of these leaders, prophets, priests, or
whatever they want to call themselves!

Satan’s spiritual gifts and
God’s Spiritual Gifts.

This is not God’s plan for people! It puts the ones
claiming to have these gifts or positions in charge
and control while the ordinary members are
subordinate. Often they are kept in fear of these
leaders and are afraid to offend them.

Jesus said ‘Come unto
me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.” Matthew
11:28.
The spirit of the world
says, “Come unto me and
I will put you to work and if
you work hard enough and
please me, then I might do
nice things for you—
maybe.”

Satan’s spiritual gifts and
God’s Spiritual Gifts.
The Bible tells us “Is not this the fast that I
have chosen? to loose the bands of
wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and
to let the oppressed go free, and that ye
break every yoke?” Isaiah 58:6.
And again, “And ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free.” John 8:32.
“If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye
shall be free indeed.” John 8:36.

Satan’s spiritual gifts and
God’s Spiritual Gifts.
God’s plan is that people
can come directly to Him
in the name of Jesus and
bring all their problems
and needs to Him directly;
NOT depending upon
other humans to do it for
them. He will answer them
Himself.

Satan’s spiritual gifts and
God’s Spiritual Gifts.
The purpose of God’s true
ministers, apostles and
prophets is to show the
people how to be able to
seek God for themselves and
so be free from human
control and dependence; to
put knowledge into their
hands so they are free and
not being manipulated or
dominated by others, but are
free in the Lord!

If I am taught to go to the pastor,
priest or prophet for all my
difficulties, If I have a problem I
run to that person and he tells me
I have to do this or that and I have
to maybe pay him, or give him
something, or go somewhere on a
long trip, or do rituals—so I do
that and maybe the problem is
solved for the moment. BUT I
have gained nothing as far as
freedom and knowledge, so the
next time I have a problem I have
to run to the person and go
through all that hassle again!

I will never know how to be
able to deal with my
problems between me and
God alone! I am dependent
on that priest or prophet—
like a child that can’t grow
up! Also what happens
when I offend one of these
leaders and he doesn’t like
me anymore and then he
threatens to use his ‘powers’
against me—truly I am in a
fearsome situation!

History
I want to share a short bit
of history with you. The
Bible tells us briefly in
Genesis how after the
flood, once people began
to multiply again on the
earth, many of them,
always the majority, did not
want to follow what father
Noah had taught them
about the Living God of
heaven and His laws and
ways; oh no!

History
Led by Satan putting ideas
into their heads, they
decided that if they stayed
together, they could build a
city and a tower and
combine secular
government with worship,
their style of worship of
course, and no one could
ever stop them. This city
later became Babylon.

History
They even thought they
could build a huge tower
that could reach even up
to heaven so even God, if
there really was a God,
would not be able to send
a flood and drown them
like Noah told them had
really happened before.

History
History tells us a mighty king
arose named Nimrod, and he
had a beautiful queen named
Semarimas. They wanted to
rule over all the people and
keep them in a type of slavery.
But people like freedom and
every so often some would
rebel and then the king would
have to make war and use
force and get the people back
into slavery again.

But somewhere along the line, someone
got the idea that if people were taught that
the leaders had power over them, not only
now, but also after death, to throw them
into hell, then people would be afraid to
rebel and it would be easier to rule them
through religion than by armies!

So Priests and Sorcerers were set up and they
had a mystery religion that only the leaders and
priests were taught. The common people were
taught a different religion altogether, one that kept
them in fear and bondage to the leaders, the
priests, prophets, magicians, and of course the
king and queen, whom they were taught were
gods in human flesh—usually the sun and moon.

Well, that my friends, is not what God
wants! He wants people to learn and be
free of human control. The job of a
teacher and the job of all true ministers
and real prophets, is to give the people
knowledge and point out the way so they
can go to God for themselves and learn
from the Bible, and once they have that
foundation, they are able to deal with
problems themselves, and they can go
and teach others so they can be free in
the Lord also! Then they can live as a
happy, holy people.

All false religions make the people
dependent on leadership! It does not
matter what they want to call themselves,
if they are teaching the people to depend
on them for salvation or protection, for
luck or whatever, that is not God’s true
religion! It is preventing people from being
able to be truly free in the Lord!

Now you can probably understand why any power that
seeks to use these methods to dominate and control
others never likes people to be able to get hold of
God’s Word to freely study for themselves!
But the blame does not rest entirely on these rulers
and leaders; people tend to like it if someone else will
tell them what to do and sort of take care of them. It
takes work to really manage your own affairs wisely
and it is easier to be lazy. Even the Children of Israel,
though they really wanted to be free, when they hit the
hardships and trials of life in the wilderness, they
murmured and want ed to head back to slavery again!

This is why the Bible warns:
“Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man
that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm,
and whose heart departeth from the LORD.”
Jeremiah 17:5
“Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of
man, in whom there is no help.” Psalm 146:3

Moses was one of the greatest of prophets: Notice: Exodus 8:1 “And the
LORD spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith
the LORD, Let my people go, that they may serve me. (God)”
So what about true pastors and ministers? We can appreciate those true
ministers, teachers or prophets that teach us more about the Lord, but if
they are telling us we have to always come to them or go to some person
for our needs—they are not God’s ministers at all!! The truth of God is
free—and access to God’s throne in prayer if free for all. If I am being told I
have to pay before I can be helped—that is not God’s way either. That is
the way of slavery.
Did you know that in the New Testament, a sorcerer named Simon tried to
buy the gift of the Holy Spirit with money, so he could sell it! “But Peter
said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that
the gift of God may be purchased with money.” Acts 8:20
So you can see that spiritual blessings from God are not to be bought! The
gifts of God cannot be purchased!

Meanings of ‘Prophesy’
“Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but
rather that ye may prophesy.” 1 Corinthians 14:1.
‘Prophesy’ does not always mean to foretell the
future. It actually means to speak the inspired word
from God, so because the Bible is inspired and also
the writings we call the Spirit of Prophecy, as we
preach or teach presenting these truths, then we can
be said to be prophesying in one sense of the word.
So a person may prophesy and not themselves be a
prophet, but they are explaining God’s Word, and/or
His prophecies to others.

There is one thing that we find in all true
‘prophesiers’ and we do not find it in folk
trying to put out their own theories. The
Bible tells us about it also: “Knowing this
first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of
any private interpretation.” 2 Peter 1:20. So
true Prophets or those that teach the Word
of God will not be pushing their own
personal ideas, in fact they tend to be
careful to allow the Bible to interpret itself.

William Miller stated: “Scripture must be its
own expositor, since it is a rule of itself. If I
depend on a teacher to expound it to me, and
he should guess at its meaning, or desire to
have it so on account of his sectarian creed,
or to be thought wise, then his guessing,
desire, creed, or wisdom is my rule, not the
Bible.”
Also with a real prophet who is receiving
messages from God, they have to be careful
not to say more or less that God actually tells
them to say. In fact there is a very scary
warning from God about this very thing!

“For I testify unto every man that heareth the
words of the prophecy of this book, If any
man shall add unto these things, God shall
add unto him the plagues that are written in
this book: And if any man shall take away
from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part out of the book
of life, and out of the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.”
Revelation 22:18, 19.

Serious Times
It was by Satanic aid that Pharaoh's
magicians were enabled to counterfeit the
work of God. Paul testifies that before the
second advent of Christ there will be
similar manifestations of Satanic power.

Serious Times
The coming of the Lord is to be preceded
by "the working of Satan with all power
and signs and lying wonders, and with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness." 2
Thessalonians 2:9, 10.

Serious Times
And the apostle John, describing the
miracle-working power that will be
manifested in the last days, declares: "He
doeth great wonders, so that he maketh
fire come down from heaven on the
earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth
them that dwell on the earth by the means
of those miracles which he had power to
do." Revelation 13:13, 14.

Serious Times
No mere impostures are here foretold.
Men are deceived by the miracles which
Satan's agents have power to do, not
which they pretend to do. The prince of
darkness, who has so long bent the
powers of his master-mind to the work of
deception, skillfully adapts his temptations
to men of all classes and conditions.

As the crowning act in
the great drama of
deception, Satan
himself will personate
Christ. The church has
long professed to look
to the Saviour's advent
as the consummation of
her hopes. Now the
great deceiver will make
it appear that Christ has
come..

In different parts of the
earth, Satan will manifest
himself among men as a
majestic being of dazzling
brightness, resembling
the description of the Son
of God given by John in
the Revelation. . . . The
shout of triumph rings out
upon the air, "Christ has
come! Christ has come!"

The people prostrate
themselves in adoration
before him. In gentle,
compassionate tones he
presents some of the
same gracious, heavenly
truths which the Saviour
uttered; he heals the
diseases of the people,

and then, in his
assumed character of
Christ, he claims to
have changed the
Sabbath to Sunday,
and commands all to
hallow the day which
he has blessed.

Only those who have been diligent
students of the Scriptures, and who
have received the love of the truth, will be
shielded from the powerful delusion that
takes the world captive.
The Saviour has warned His people. . . ,
and has clearly foretold the manner of His
second coming.

"There shall arise false Christs. . . .
Wherefore if they shall say unto you,
Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth:
behold, he is in the secret chambers;
believe it not. For as the lightning cometh
out of the east, and shineth even unto the
west; so shall also the coming of the Son
of man be." Matt. 24:24-27. This coming,
there is no possibility of counterfeiting. It
will be universally known--witnessed by
the whole world. . .

Are the people of God now so firmly
established upon His Word that they
would not yield to the evidence of their
senses? Would they, in such a crisis,
cling to the Bible, and the Bible only?

"And he had power to give life unto the
image of the beast, that the image of the
beast should both speak, and cause that
as many as would not worship the
image of the beast should be killed.
And he causeth all, both small and great,
rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a
mark in their right hand, or in their
foreheads: And that no man might buy
or sell, save he that had the mark, or
the name of the beast, or the number
of his name." Revelation 13:15-17.

God will never change His laws nor will
He ever do anything contrary to the Bible!
God can work miracles and He will care
for His faithful people when the storm of
persecution breaks on them as they
refuse to bow to Idols or keep a false
sabbath.

The Promises
"He shall dwell on
high: his place of
defence shall be the
munitions of rocks:
bread shall be given
him; his waters shall
be sure." Isaiah
33:16

"Blessed are ye, when
men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall
say all manner of evil
against you falsely, for my
sake. Rejoice, and be
exceeding glad: for great
is your reward in heaven:
for so persecuted they the
prophets which were before
you." Matthew 5:1, 2.

"Fear none of those
things which thou shalt
suffer: behold, the devil
shall cast some of you
into prison, . . . be thou
faithful unto death, and
I will give thee a crown
of life." Revelation 2:10.

“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the
most High shall abide under the shadow of
the Almighty.
“I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and
my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.

“Surely he shall deliver thee
from the snare of the fowler,
and from the noisome
pestilence.
“He shall cover thee with his
feathers, and under his
wings shalt thou trust: his
truth shall be thy shield and
buckler.

“Thou shalt not be afraid
for the terror by night;
nor for the arrow that
flieth by day;
“Nor for the pestilence
that walketh in darkness;
nor for the destruction
that wasteth at noonday.

“A thousand shall fall at
thy side, and ten
thousand at thy right
hand; but it shall not
come nigh thee.
“Only with thine eyes
shalt thou behold and
see the reward of the
wicked.

“Because thou hast
made the LORD, which
is my refuge, even the
most High, thy
habitation;
“There shall no evil
befall thee, neither shall
any plague come nigh
thy dwelling.

“For he shall give his
angels charge over thee,
to keep thee in all thy
ways.
“They shall bear thee up
in their hands, lest thou
dash thy foot against a
stone.

“Thou shalt tread upon the lion
and adder: the young lion and
the dragon shalt thou trample
under feet.
“Because he hath set his love
upon me, therefore will I
deliver him: I will set him on
high, because he hath known
my name.

“He shall call upon me, and I
will answer him: I will be with
him in trouble; I will deliver
him, and honour him.
“With long life will I satisfy
him, and shew him my
salvation. I will say of the
LORD, He is my refuge and
my fortress: my God; in him
will I trust.” Psalm 91:2.

