
Truth about Prophets 

and Miracles 

Are Miracles Always from God?  

Do Miracles Prove Truth?  

Part 2B:  Bible Stories about Prophets. 

  



Today we are going to 

look at a few wonderful 

stories about prophets 

in the Bible and see 

what lessons they 

teach us. 

 



First is a story about a lot of false 

prophets and one true prophet. 

Gods’ nation of Israel had been divided 

into two parts; the South was Judah, and 

the North was called Israel. Jehoshaphat 

ruled Judah in the South and he was a 

good king, serving the Lord. Ahab was a 

wicked king, ruling the Northern tribes.  



First is a story about a lot of false 

prophets and one true prophet. 

They got to being friends, 
which was not a good 
idea, and one day 
Jehoshaphat did what 
kings often do and went 
to visit King Ahab. Ahab 
made great feasts and 
greatly honored the other 
king and then he asked a 
special favor. 

 



 “And Ahab king of Israel said unto 

Jehoshaphat king of Judah, Wilt thou go 

with me to Ramothgilead? And he 

answered him, I am as thou art, and my 

people as thy people; and we will be with 

thee in the war.” 2 Chronicles 18:3. 

Ahab wanted Jehoshaphat to help him 

fight his enemies; but Judah’s good king 

was not sure it was a good idea. He 

wanted to ask God first.  



 Verse 4, “And Jehoshaphat said unto the 

king of Israel, Enquire, I pray thee, at the 

word of the LORD to day.” 

So Ahab gathered his favorite prophets: 



 Verse 5 “Therefore the king of Israel 

gathered together of prophets four hundred 

men, and said unto them, Shall we go to 

Ramothgilead to battle, or shall I forbear? 

And they said, Go up; for God will deliver it 

into the king's hand.” 

 



Notice, there were 400 false prophets! And in 

this case they all agreed together to tell Ahab 

what Ahab wanted to hear. But Jehoshaphat 

was not satisfied—somehow those false 

prophets did not satisfy him that they were 

from God. 

 



Verse 6 “But Jehoshaphat said, Is there 

not here a prophet of the LORD besides, 

that we might enquire of him? 7 And the 

king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, 

There is yet one man, by whom we may 

enquire of the LORD: but I hate him; for 

he never prophesied good unto me, but 

always evil: the same is Micaiah the son 

of Imla. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not 

the king say so.” 

 



Now this was a true prophet because he did 

not say nice things to Ahab because Ahab 

was a wicked man! So Ahab sent for this 

other prophet, Micaiah the son of Imla. 

So the Bible tells is that here sat Ahab and 

Jehoshaphat on thrones in a special place 

near the gate of Samaria, Ahab’s capitol 

city. And while they were waiting for the 

prophet of God to come, those 400 false 

prophets were working hard to please and 

flatter the King.  

 



Verse 10 “And Zedekiah the son of 

Chenaanah had made him horns of iron, and 

said, Thus saith the LORD, With these thou 

shalt push Syria until they be consumed. 11 

And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, 

Go up to Ramothgilead, and prosper: for the 

LORD shall deliver it into the hand of the 

king.” 

The messenger from the King told the 

prophet of God that he better say what the 

other prophets said if he knew what was 

good for him! 

 



 Verse 12 “And the 

messenger that went to 

call Micaiah spake to 

him, saying, Behold, 

the words of the 

prophets declare good 

to the king with one 

assent; let thy word 

therefore, I pray thee, 

be like one of theirs, 

and speak thou good.  

13 And Micaiah said, 

As the LORD liveth, 

even what my God 

saith, that will I 

speak.  



14 And when he was 

come to the king, the 

king said unto him, 

Micaiah, shall we go 

to Ramothgilead to 

battle, or shall I 

forbear? And he said, 

Go ye up, and 

prosper, and they 

shall be delivered into 

your hand.”  

So he said what the 

messenger told him 

to say, but somehow 

Ahab knew he was 

not speaking truth; 

maybe it was the way 

Micaiah said it or 

something.  



 Verse 15 “And the king 
said to him, How many 
times shall I adjure thee 
that thou say nothing but 
the truth to me in the 
name of the LORD?  

 

16 Then he said, I did 
see all Israel scattered 
upon the mountains, as 
sheep that have no 
shepherd: and the LORD 
said, These have no 
master; let them return 
therefore every man to 
his house in peace.” 

The prophet of God 

told him the truth, but 

Ahab was angry. 



 Verse 15 “And the king 
said to him, How many 
times shall I adjure thee 
that thou say nothing but 
the truth to me in the 
name of the LORD?  

 

16 Then he said, I did 
see all Israel scattered 
upon the mountains, as 
sheep that have no 
shepherd: and the LORD 
said, These have no 
master; let them return 
therefore every man to 
his house in peace.” 

The prophet of God 

told him the truth, but 

Ahab was angry. 



 Verse 17 “And the king 

of Israel said to 

Jehoshaphat, Did I not 

tell thee that he would 

not prophesy good unto 

me, but evil?” 

But Michaiah continued and told the King that God had 
showed him that He had allowed those other prophets 
to give him a false message. We know that God does 
not lie, and neither would his angels lie, so it means 
that God allowed Satan to fool Ahab with all those false 
prophets. Satan could fool them because they did not 
work for God. Also, years before, the prophet Elijah had 
predicted that Ahab would die in battle. 



So how did Ahab treat 
the true prophet for 
telling him the truth? 

 

Well, one of the false 
prophets smote him in 
the face and the King 
ordered him to be thrown 
into prison and fed only 
bread and water until he 
returned safe from the 
battle!  



27 “And Micaiah said, If 

thou certainly return in 

peace, then hath not 

the LORD spoken by 

me. And he said, 

Hearken, all ye people.” 

So did king Ahab return in peace? No he did 

not!  



Ahab decided he could fool his 
enemies by disguising himself 
as an ordinary soldier and at the 
same time he told King 
Jehoshaphat to wear his royal 
robes.  

 It looks like Ahab was setting 
up Jehoshaphat to get killed 
instead of himself! What kind of 
friend would do something as 
mean as that? So the king of 
Israel disguised himself; and 
they went to the battle. 



Now the king of Syria had 
commanded the captains of the 
chariots that were with him, to 
only fight with the king of Israel. 
So when the captains of the 
chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that 
they said, “It is the king of 
Israel”. And they surrounded 
him to fight. Then Jehoshaphat 
cried out, and the LORD helped 
him; and God moved them to 
depart from him, for they 
realized that it was not the king 
of Israel, and they turned back 
again from chasing him. 



So did Ahab’s disguise 
help him? No it actually 
caused his death, 
because one of the 
enemy shot an arrow at 
what he thought was 
just an ordinary soldier 
and it hit Ahab between 
the joints of his armor. 
Then he said to his 
chariot man, Turn thine 
hand, that thou mayest 
carry me out of the 
host; for I am wounded.  

The king of Israel stayed 

himself up in his chariot 

against the Syrians until the 

evening: and about the time 

of the sun going down he 

died. 



But God took mercy 
on Jehoshaphat and 
spared him. 

2 Chronicles 19:1 
“And Jehoshaphat 
the king of Judah 
returned to his 
house in peace to 
Jerusalem.” 

But a prophet came out 

and met him with a 

message from God and 

rebuked him! 



 “And Jehu the son of 
Hanani the seer went out 
to meet him, and said to 
king Jehoshaphat, 
Shouldest thou help the 
ungodly, and love them 
that hate the LORD? 
therefore is wrath upon 
thee from before the 
LORD. Nevertheless 
there are good things 
found in thee, in that thou 
hast taken away the 
groves out of the land, 
and hast prepared thine 
heart to seek God.” 2 
Chronicles 19:2, 3.  

So he learned his lesson! 

And he lived at Jerusalem 

and traveled all through 

his land seeking to teach 

the people to worship the 

true God.  



Later, this same king 

had another wonderful 

adventure that had to 

do with God and His 

true prophets!  

2 Chronicles 20:1 “It came to pass after this also, 

that the children of Moab, and the children of 

Ammon, and with them other beside the Ammonites, 

came against Jehoshaphat to battle.”  



Later, this same king 
had another wonderful 
adventure that had to 
do with God and His 
true prophets!  

So the king was afraid and set 

himself to seek the LORD, and 

asked all the people to fast and 

pray. They all gathered to the 

house of the Lord, and the king 

prayed and told the Lord all 

about the situation and claimed 

the promises and asked God to 

deliver them. His prayer is 

recorded in 2 Chronicles 20:6-12. 



13 “And all Judah 

stood before the 

LORD, with their little 

ones, their wives, and 

their children.” 

 Then God chose a 

man in the 

congregation and gave 

him a message for the 

king and all the people.  



15 “And he said, Hearken ye, all 
Judah, and ye inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, and thou king 
Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the 
LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor 
dismayed by reason of this great 
multitude; for the battle is not 
yours, but God's. 16 To morrow go 
ye down against them: . . .  17 Ye 
shall not need to fight in this battle: 
set yourselves, stand ye still, and 
see the salvation of the LORD with 
you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear 
not, nor be dismayed; to morrow 
go out against them: for the LORD 
will be with you.” 



What a strange message! They were to go 

out against the enemy but they were not to 

fight? So did the King believe this message? 

 

 18 “And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with 

his face to the ground: and all Judah and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the 

LORD, worshipping the LORD. 19 And the 

Levites . . . stood up to praise the LORD God 

of Israel with a loud voice on high.” 



20 “And they rose early in the morning, and 

went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and 

as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and 

said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of 

Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your God, so 

shall ye be established; believe his prophets, 

so shall ye prosper.” 

These wonderful words from the King, are 

true even today.  



So what did the King 

do? He did one of the 

strangest things in 

history! He put a choir 

to lead the army into 

battle and they were to 

sing praises to God! 

 



21 “And when he had 
consulted with the people, 
he appointed singers unto 
the LORD, and that should 
praise the beauty of 
holiness, as they went out 
before the army, and to say, 
Praise the LORD; for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 22 
And when they began to 
sing and to praise, the 
LORD set ambushments 
against the children of 
Ammon, Moab, and mount 
Seir, which were come 
against Judah; and they 
were smitten. “ 



23 For the children of Ammon and Moab 

stood up against the inhabitants of mount 

Seir, utterly to slay and destroy them: and 

when they had made an end of the inhabitants 

of Seir, every one helped to destroy another.” 

 



So God caused that these enemy armies all 
began to fight each other and they all ended up 
destroyed. 24 “And when Judah came toward the 
watch tower in the wilderness, they looked unto 
the multitude, and, behold, they were dead 
bodies fallen to the earth, and none escaped.  



25 And when 
Jehoshaphat and his 
people came to take 
away the spoil of them, 
they found among them 
in abundance both 
riches with the dead 
bodies, and precious 
jewels, which they 
stripped off for 
themselves, more than 
they could carry away: 
and they were three 
days in gathering of the 
spoil, it was so much.” 



On the fourth day they held a special 

gathering to thank the Lord and then they 

marched back to Jerusalem with joy, singing 

and playing music to praise the Lord. 

Verse 29 “And the fear of God was on all the 

kingdoms of those countries, when they had 

heard that the LORD fought against the 

enemies of Israel. 30 So the realm of 

Jehoshaphat was quiet: for his God gave him 

rest round about.” 

I think this may be the only time in history that 

a battle was won by sending out a choir! 

 



The true prophet 

Jeremiah also had a 

problem with false 

prophets. The story is 

found in Jeremiah 27. 

God sent a message to 

Jeremiah and told him to 

make some yokes which 

are what oxen use to pull 

a load with.  



He was to put them on and then send 

them to all the various kings round about 

Judah with a message from God to them 

that God was saying to them to obey King 

Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and serve 

him. If they did that they would be blest. 

But if they did not, they would be 

destroyed. God warned the people not to 

listen to false prophets who might tell 

them something else. 

 

 



Jeremiah 27:9. 

“Therefore hearken not 

ye to your prophets, nor 

to your diviners, nor to 

your dreamers, nor to 

your enchanters, nor to 

your sorcerers, which 

speak unto you, saying, 

Ye shall not serve the 

king of Babylon: 



10 For they prophesy a lie 

unto you, to remove you 

far from your land; and that 

I should drive you out, and 

ye should perish. 11 But 

the nations that bring their 

neck under the yoke of the 

king of Babylon, and serve 

him, those will I let remain 

still in their own land, saith 

the LORD; and they shall 

till it, and dwell therein.” 

 



So Jeremiah went to the 

Zedikiah, king of Judah 

also and told him the 

same thing: “God says, 

“Don’t listen to those 

false prophets because I 

have not sent them!”  

 

 



Jeremiah also spoke the 

same message to the 

Priests and to the people. 

Now Kings and rulers of 

the people do not like to be 

told that they are to give up 

and serve their enemies! 

So they were listening to 

many false prophets who 

were telling them that God 

would help them and they 

would not be conquered by 

the king of Babylon. 

 

 



These false prophets were 
saying that the precious 
treasures and the people that 
King Nebuchadnezzar had 
already taken, would be brought 
back.  

But the true prophet was saying 
that all the rest of the treasures 
would be carried to Babylon and 
Jerusalem would be destroyed 
unless the King and the people 
chose to serve the king of 
Babylon! So Jeremiah went 
around wearing this yoke around 
his neck.  



One false prophet, Hananiah, 

spoke to Jeremiah in the 

temple and said; “God says, 

“I have broken the yoke of the 

king of Babylon. Within two 

full years will I bring again 

into this place all the vessels 

of the LORD'S house, that 

Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon took away from this 

place, and carried them to 

Babylon:” 

 



Then the prophet Jeremiah 
warned them that they would 
see whether this man was a 
true prophet or not if his words 
came true.  

Then Hananiah took the yoke 
off Jeremiah and broke it in 
front of the people! Jeremiah 
did not fight with him, he just 
went away.  

But God sent a message to 
Jeremiah after Hananiah had 
broken the yoke off his neck, 
and He said: 

 



Verse 13 “Go and tell Hananiah, saying, Thus 
saith the LORD; Thou hast broken the yokes 
of wood; but thou shalt make for them yokes of 
iron.. .  15 Then said the prophet Jeremiah 
unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, 
Hananiah; The LORD hath not sent thee; but 
thou makest this people to trust in a lie. 16 
Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will 
cast thee from off the face of the earth: this 
year thou shalt die, because thou hast taught 
rebellion against the LORD.” 

 17 “So Hananiah the prophet died the same 
year in the seventh month.” 

 



He never even lasted for 

two years to see if his word 

was true or not. God does 

not bless false prophets 

because they do great 

harm to the people by 

making them think God is 

telling them something that 

He is not telling them at all! 

 



God Cares! 

God wanted them to know that He was the 
one who cared about them. He said: 

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward 
you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and 
not of evil, to give you an expected end. Then 
shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and 
pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. 
And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye 
shall search for me with all your heart.” 
Jeremiah 29:11-13. 

 



A message from God: 

 Ezekiel was an amazing 

prophet called of God: God 

showed certain signs with him to 

prove to the people he was a 

true prophet, One sign was that 

the prophet was unable to speak 

unless he had a message from 

God and then he could talk. But 

still, the people did not obey the 

messages sent from God. 

 



A message from God: 

They would come to 

see Ezekiel and 

pretend they wanted 

to know what God had 

to say to them. But 

God knew their hearts 

and told Ezekiel what 

the people really were 

like. 

 



Ezekiel 33:31 “And 

they come unto thee 

as the people cometh, 

and they sit before 

thee as my people, 

and they hear thy 

words, but they will 

not do them: for with 

their mouth they shew 

much love, but their 

heart goeth after their 

covetousness.  



32 And, lo, thou art 
unto them as a very 
lovely song of one that 
hath a pleasant voice, 
and can play well on 
an instrument: for they 
hear thy words, but 
they do them not. 33 
And when this cometh 
to pass, (lo, it will 
come,) then shall they 
know that a prophet 
hath been among 
them.” 

 



The Bible shows us a 
sad picture of God; He 
is like a loving Father 
who wants only what 
is good for His 
children and yet no 
matter what He tries to 
do, He can’t get them 
to listen to Him. Here 
are just a few verses 
where he expresses 
his sadness about His 
people. 

 



“Because they have not 

hearkened to my words, 

saith the LORD, which I 

sent unto them by my 

servants the prophets, 

rising up early and 

sending them; but ye 

would not hear, saith 

the LORD.” Jeremiah 

29:19.  

He actually says this six 

times in the book of 

Jeremiah.  

 



“Thus saith the LORD, 
Stand ye in the ways, 
and see, and ask for the 
old paths, where is the 
good way, and walk 
therein, and ye shall 
find rest for your souls. 
But they said, We will 
not walk therein. Also I 
set watchmen over you, 
saying, Hearken to the 
sound of the trumpet. 
But they said, We will 
not hearken.” Jeremiah 
6:16, 17. 

 



“Say unto them, As I 

live, saith the Lord 

GOD, I have no 

pleasure in the death 

of the wicked; but that 

the wicked turn from 

his way and live: turn 

ye, turn ye from your 

evil ways; for why will 

ye die, O house of 

Israel?” Ezekiel 33:11 

 



“I am the LORD thy 

God, which brought 

thee out of the land of 

Egypt: open thy mouth 

wide, and I will fill it. 

But my people would 

not hearken to my 

voice; and Israel 

would none of me.” 

Psalm 81:10, 11. 

 



What does He promise 
to do for us? “A new 
heart also will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put 
within you: and I will take 
away the stony heart out 
of your flesh, and I will 
give you an heart of 
flesh. And I will put my 
spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shall 
keep my judgments, and 
do them.” Ezekiel 36:26, 
27. 



Yes, God always 
wants what is best for 
His people, even 
though at times we 
think our own ways 
are better. Let us 
remember the words 
of good King 
Jehoshaphat; “Believe 
in the LORD your 
God, so shall ye be 
established; believe 
his prophets, so shall 
ye prosper.” 


